mild winter. However, on that date at Waterloo the temperature dropped to twenty-four degrees below zero and the wind began to churn. By January 23 snow was falling and drifting across the IC's entire Iowa Division. Unhappily, it was merely the harbinger of things to come. During the entire storm period, which did not end until February 27, a total of fifty-one Illinois Central trains became snowbound in Iowa-eleven on one day alone. During the month of February, no fewer than 172 snow plow trains were dispatched by the IC at a cost of 20,000 depression dollars. During the same month, the railroad hired dozens of extra laborers who were put to work as snow shovelers; their wages, meals, and lodging amounted to an additional $67,000. Meanwhile, other laborers installed 15,400 lineal feet of snow fence to supplement similar fences which had been erected during the previous fall. In sum, the Illinois Central virtually waged war against wind and snow in that ferocious winter of 1936.
Superintendent Williams' "war report" detailed the combat in chronological order. The following excerpts give an idea of the severe difficulties faced by the IC and its hardy employees. ' as the worst in 117 years of recorded history. On one day, January 23, no fewer than eleven Illinois Central trains were stuck in the snow at various locations in the Hawkeye State. On another day, in February, the IC assigned as many as twenty-two locomotives to snow clearing tasks in Iowa. Between February 9 and the 21st, ten laborers equipped with snow shovels were assigned to ride all passenger trains west of Waterloo. Veteran employees on the railroad's Sioux Falls line asserted that the storms of February 26-27 were the most devastating ever witnessed in that area.
A number of fierce winter onslaughts have troubled the lines of the Illinois Central in Iowa in past years, yet none compare to the severity, extent, and duration of the storms in 1936. Railroaders-and lowans generally-are not eager that the records be broken.
Courtesy of Wall
The two struggling locomotives in the distance have just opened the IC's Omaha line near Richards in February, 1936. 
